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Wanted: a home for £1m

£1m out of property — and give it away. Sinead Cruise reports

B (harlotte Grobien wants to make

RGST PRTGATE [HVESTORS WOLILD MOTENT ERTAIN
an expersive property deselzpmenl or
imwestmenl unless the poterdizl mioms were
suitably seductive, Bul lave you cwer Nestn
af an invester who was willing o pult their
perganal and professional fife on hald
indefiritedy for 2ern personal gain?

With ke pofished image and ash blonde
lacks, roakie private irmeestor Charkatle Grodien
lqoks file & waorman wha might have made 2
padket frarm property already, Her wealthy
backprowsd is evident in the warm, yet out-
glass accent and the impeccable pinstriped suil,
bt she clzims ta hawe have been Llissfully
iznprant of the vagaries of propecly investment
until vhe asked her bank manager Lo finande a
£750,000 residential development project clowe
ta her home in Puiney, seuth-west London,

Formetly the face af British Sreways and 2
high-fiying corference management axmpcilive,
Grabien, ke thousands of others, has fallen
wickim Lo the propecty bug, The dilference is
shiis aiming o mike £1m from her first ever
prapesly project - and then give it all to charily
as parl af her Sive-Tl-away venture.

(FF THE LUNCH MERNU

Gn-lE-fway was masterminded by Grobien sl
February a8 the ‘porfect toute aut of the ladies
who lunch dul’, 1t is a fully Tegisterad UK
rampany and shi is liexcely proud of the fact
that the oyrics can see exactly how the projecl
has been finonced and verify the donatien of
gvory penrry of profit when the Lhree complated
propeeties sell, hopefullyin lale spong.

Thankfulky, 1 don't need the meney, but
thpre are plenty of graups and prga nvisations
ot there helping individuals wha desperately
do need nelp, The satisfaction of signing
chegues worth £1m Lo give away o these
peaple, wharn Thave watched work ivi@clas an
a claily basis, will be engugh af a thill for ma.”

Gimwa-Te-fwvary is ot yet a regislered
charily, but Grokien ks considering the
arduaus applicatian proess pusely because
he charitable salus would shield profits from
ary Lapital Goins Tax Habilities and stamp Duly
Larf Tax liakilties.

Crotral to Gronien's Glve-Te-fueay ethos i
helping disadvantage:d youngsters in “forpotten’
deprived areas and & host of sick and dizabled
chitdren lwing in London.

Grolien feels damaling Do causes an our
drarslep” is the masl elficent way Le make
sure maney is spent wisely on projects that
really make @ difference.

She has perzonally vetted all 11 charities
she hapes b supperl and has compiled a
dossier ol wediat her Elem will achipwe, home

7' House prowd: project manager Kris Dighy
| (heft) and. Chazlotte Groblan an site
afthe cashowdll po tewards building fa mrilly
roarms and patient suites far rerminatly ill
children resident in The Putney (hildeen's
Hospice. More funds witl @ toa feal branch
of Faithridge, an nrgarisation thal provides
araclical and ematiznal support Lo
prderpridleged voungsters why want 1o
complete their education and forge & careet,
Gratien says the launch of Giee-Tl-Gway has
nat heer without its dhallenges. Almast az
rmany praple fiocking to help the cause have
peen workng to pnderming it boe. She recaunts
tales of suspicious agerits doubding her abifity
to comjlete a purchase, 3 brush with a
pamummpes and the resuiting vancor stand-off,
and the axpacted werkman delivgs, Bt she soys
the hardships make Lhe propmess cuen swester.
Grabien's initial idea was to ronplede ans
praiecl, and then realise and distribute the
profits belore starting o anather phaze. But
such waas Lhe zeal of the Give-it-favay leam and

THE SATISFACTION OF

GIVING AWAY £1M WILL

BE ENOUGH FOR ME
CHARLOTTE GROBIEN

thee desire o capitalise on the flowrsmng
property roarket, the fisst purchaseof 11712
Ahehurst Stoeet was quickly fodlowed Dy the
acouisition af 2 brybarough Road nearky.

Tmnulel b lylag T =aid His ssn't baking dver
ity i, Bul for every minule of ustration, there
{5 an howr af sheer ewcitemant, knowing that we
a1e ane stap doser ta pulling this off. TThought
we had tun aground beface we euen began waer
the verdar of fleehurst Steeet received a higher
pffer just on Lhe poing of exchange,

Hfter what must have been 2n aganising few
hous far her, she called me totall me she had
declined lhe gazumper and that aftes Leasning
about Give-1t-igay Fraem my agent, she had
decided ta knod £3, 000 afl the asking price.’

The ullimate aim is L create b high-
specificalion, four-bedoom farmihy Boomes
and ane Putiey pad for a profassionad coupie.

Grahien intends to give ay all af the
prefits and 5o to cut costs, Give-Ti-fway iz
Zsldng for donations of lurniture, Fxleres ano
fittings from eetailers and manufaciuces,
waltich will become affiliates of the Giee-[1-Away
commpary and will be lsted on the websile and
all compamy docymentation.

Grobien s pramize to make a mint and
then sipn it away to good causes i perhaps
{ive mast prigue product of this vinkage M2Iker,
Her genarnsity will change many [fees, not
leact of all hers.
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