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ROPERTY develop-
ers? They're all ruth-
less — stopping at
nothing to make a
profit. And charita-
File? Mot liloely!

Linless thet 18, you ask Chariotte
Grobien, a former  conference
miniger and events organiscr
librie urnnurlgmu%nulﬂ. whir his
made a cool ERRLMI0 profl Ieom
developlng three houses.

And amazingly, she's giving it all
away to children's charities.

T never painbec o oot or tiled 5
wall beafoee T earme wpr with the iden
of raising money for charily
throsrh modernising and buildine

roperties,’ says Gharlotte, who

i worked at Wandswrorth prison
and in &ehonls before deciding
it epoulate Properly Laddec's
Hargh Beeny.

Early last yvear she seb up Give It
Away, her dE"-'i.‘!lI'.lp'J!I.ll‘!!Ll- A CRITLNALLY,
and had dedicated sach day 1o
persnading builders, archltects,
csbite agemts snd 2Rl Advisers o
e thedr Rimae amd work for eost
i, or @emelimes for free
_It's hren exiausting — a full-time
job pnd more hesides, But those
peaple whio have Besn helpdul have
peen very helphul deed,” she savs.

I bern o lenp for them e case
they didn'l know who I wis or amy-
thing about Give IL Away., Aller
all, it's not exacily a tyvpical
Proparts ScHmpany.’

But she singles oul Wandsworkh
conmnchl and © WLility companias
a5 being partlcuiariy unkheipind.

‘Everyons else was being Mexibles
IR cRmER Chey Knew we Wers oiving
mongy 0 cnarlty and werent pro-
fessionals, But the petis officlal-
dam of the Ioeal authorty and the
Eas, elpekricity and wiater compa-
nies made our Life a nighbmane,

Charlnbbke's 18-month labhour nf
lowe i aearinge an end. The Arsh of
thiree refurbizied homes in Pulaoey,
aouth-west Londorn, 8 011 sale at
£1.15miltan, With & 8eeond coming
nn the market gt 5 similar valoe
imminently, A third, for £1 milion;

Charity
begins
at home

A property developer with a heart
is giving away her £600,000 praofits.
Graham Norwood finds out why

poes oo sele in September, She
caloulales a prolb of roughly
E2000000 on eac

Extate ageney Barnard Marous
which is HE%EI:IE’ Lhe properties bt
Aaiving ite [ee, calls the Orst ar-
Bedrodst, semi-detached hotme 'an
[ U.E:'J'.Iﬁ h':l',.lﬁﬂ finished to an
unusaally high standard” with

ranite workiops, a Gorman

itchen 2 2panish Liles and fSkked
maAple cupikards.

ILE &8 oo Ak anythimg 2o eould
et Trotn the ﬂ.'l'.leg dl‘:ve'l:::-pler and
weve pricad b absohitely acconding
Lo its market worth, not bocanse

ariepds are eoing Lo chrilby® sy
E'J.EE. Eoracevie Dr%ﬂ]ﬂﬂ'ﬂ ﬁa.mus.

“Piefre nol menkioning Give Ik Aoy
in any of Lhe delails because
Charlotoe didn't want any potential
nayer to feel umder pressure.
-Charlotne draws no galary bt has
been project-maneging the budld-
ing work s well as Haising with
contractars, who have never come
ACToEs 8 2cheme e Chle efore,

I was diffieuls to believe al firsd,
bt i5'8 trae " says GeodT Barham of
T, & firn E:-1:|i'||:|'ing timher ftames
for hotmes.

T Charkodte Repns bhe seone toam
for any future scheme (1 bedld wp
truet and create & dilerant way of
working for all us contractoprs.”

Charlotie 13 2t on the Mook-out
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for domors for cne ibem to complece
Lther Ehird Biomese.

W need g home entertainment
gyvelem: a plasmn TV and quality
audic-visual syslams,” she says.

"There must bhe sormeonse ot
thers who sells of manulfaclobes
rhese wino wants 1o be assockated
with charity work.'

Her mext job iz alseating the
profits to different chartics,

These nclhude Shaltestury Honses
and Arethuss, & chartty for children
in cpre; Falthridpe and Skilltradn,
for 13 :I;.-e_:u Hh-year-nlds who have
gchio], work or sesial dilfieulgiss;
Small Sleps, a pre-school; Whis:
HKidz, whichh provides ]'I:lli}tlLlej Tar

i

e

Success: Chardotte Grobien and
one of the Ghwe It Away homes.
Inset: The swish deslgner kitchen

disabled children: the Bhooting
Atare Hosplee for children; the
South Londen Actionnaive Club's
genlre foc blind and partially
SrTitad ahildress; A Lhe IESPEQ

By bhe end of September, all three
properlies aee likely to e sold and
Charioite, who iz also managing
the building of a hodiday hommne For
her famlly in Spain, 2ays she iz
hsmgimﬁ up her herd het — but onlr
for o whilie

‘I nmeed o get my lile back and
have o holday' she says. “But I've
enade 3 pledge fo myself that 1
WAL Lo give away Bl million, so
that means at least one more prop-

project.

'IE'EL b & eormplebely newsknaild
hote becanse Lhey have Lhe
larpest prices — and Lhe h]gf;&&i
profif for the charlties.”

B EARNALD Morees: 820 §785 3322
S meere dedodls alvowd Give IF Aavag,
fals B0 SRTG 8NOT plie-d-auna ook




